



What your course will cover

You the driver – Licence check, eyesight check (number plate at 20.5 metres) and disclosure of any medical conditions that may affect your driving.

Controls – Correct seating position, cockpit drill (DSSSM*), familiarisation of the accelerator, footbrake, clutch, gears, handbrake, steering, mirrors, signals, and various other controls and gauges.

Moving off and stopping – How to move away and stop safely (MSM*) (POM*)

Basic car control – Turning left, emerging and turning into. Correct approach (MSPSL*). Moving on to Right turns into and emerging. You will then progress to use higher gears for faster junction approaches to practice ‘changing down’. Also at this stage you will learn how to move away on a slope, both uphill and downhill (hill starts) and some clutch control practice. You will then move onto busier roads practicing use of gears and using various junctions.

Meeting and anticipation – How to deal with oncoming traffic and parked vehicles, making progress and giving way.
Roundabouts – We will start with small roundabouts to practice MSPSL and how to negotiate a roundabout correctly.

Pedestrian crossings – Correct procedure when dealing with various pedestrian crossings and traffic light controlled junctions.
Large roundabouts – Dealing with bigger roundabouts that are busier and involve a higher approach speed.

Crossroads – How to deal with crossroads (Nearside to nearside/offside to offside), emerging, anticipating other road users intentions, use of effective eye contact.

One way streets – Using one way streets and correct positioning

Emergency stop – How to stop the vehicle in an emergency, stopping distances, skid avoidance/control, safety features.

Safe following distances – Only a fool breaks the two second rule!
Turn in the road – Turning the car around using forward and reverse gears 

Parking in a parking bay – Reversing into a parking space in a car park

Parallel parking – Reversing into a parking space on a road

Left reverse – reversing into an opening/junction on the left 

Right reverse – Usually used when driving a vehicle with no side windows, there is no requirement for this manoeuvre on a test. However I can give an explanation on how to perform this manoeuvre or even practice it. Your choice.

Recapping/practice all the skills learned so far using a mixture of different road types and use of busier and faster roads. Fine tuning car control skills and improved positioning. Effective approach routines to junctions and roundabouts, with focus on making good progress at roundabouts, ‘arriving’ at suitable gaps in traffic.

Dual carriageways – High speed driving, use of 5th and 6th gears. In depth use of mirrors for forward planning with regards to approaching roundabouts and overtaking safely. Use of slip roads. Negotiating ‘spiral’ roundabouts.

Country/rural roads – Appropriate speeds for driving major unrestricted roads and also narrow minor roads. Use of passing places. Understanding advisory speeds, hazard road markings, signage and ‘bend assessment’ (limit/vanishing point). Correct cornering and use of gears for stability.
Show me/Tell me – Vehicle maintenance and safety checks.

In depth recapping/practice – Practicing all the skills learned plus more in depth effective use of mirrors, signals, positioning, gears. Safe, convenient and legal places to stop. Dealing with emergency vehicles, cyclists, buses, vulnerable road users. Greater anticipation of other road users. Full understanding of road signs, markings and the rules of the road. Most of these subjects will have been covered at various stages throughout your course, but if there is anything at all you want to know more about or feel that you didn’t understand then please say so.
Commentary driving – Depending on how well you learn there may be occasions where we can make use of driving commentary which can help encourage you to ‘scan’ the road ahead helping you to plan ahead. Commentary also helps me understand how you think when you drive and whether you are prioritising correctly and planning effectively.
Driving assessments/mock tests – Your chance to put everything you have learned into practice. You might find the first one difficult as you will might feel under pressure. After focusing on any errors in your driving, we keep repeating the cycle of assessment/practice/assessment/practice etc until you are fully independent and ready to present your driving for test.

Pass plus – Once you have passed your test you can lower your insurance premiums by taking a pass plus course with me. A six hour course covering Town driving, night driving, adverse weather conditions, dual carriageways, motorways, and rural roads. Although pass plus isn’t an advanced driving course I can use the opportunity to teach you driving from an advanced view. I usually take pass plus candidates on a route that includes the M54 and M6 motorways and with time allowing the M42. Negotiating various junction types you will not be familiar with. Dealing with heavy traffic flows and multiple lane roads, especially urban dual carriageways (if you are lazy with your mirrors you won’t be after driving some of these!). Winter motoring. Defensive driving, how to stay out of harms way (escape routes etc). We return back to Shrewsbury via major A roads with emphasis on bend assessment, making progress, safe overtaking and advanced road reading skills. Any left over time can be used to practice any weak areas to help boost your confidence!
*DSSSM – Doors, Seat, Steering, Seatbelt and Mirrors

MSM – Mirrors, Signal, Manoeuvre 

POM – Prepare, Observations, Manoeuvre

MSPSL – Mirrors, Signal, Position, Speed, Look

